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Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
Related to Mixed-Use Zoning:  EPC Review on June 17, 2004 
 
The Environmental Planning Commission will consider proposed amendments to 
the Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan on June 17, 2004 related to 
the proposed MU-1 and MU-2 mixed-use zones. 
 
Mixed-use development is supported by the Centers and Corridors policies of the 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan as an important land use objective.  
Specifically, the Comprehensive Plan references development standards for mixed-use 
development as follows: 
 

1. Section II, Goals and Policies, B.  Land Use, Subsection 7, Activity Centers, 
Policy a, Table 10, Types of Activity Centers, Scale of Buildings. 

 
2. Section II, Goals and Policies, B.  Land Use, Subsection 7, Activity Centers, 

Policy b, Net Residential Densities. 
 

3. Section II, Goals and Policies, D.  Community Resource Management, 
Subsection 4, Transportation and Transit, Policy a, Table 11, Corridor 
Policies:  Development Form/Policy Objective/Employment Density Targets 
for New Development and Housing Density Targets for New Development. 

 
The MU-1 and MU-2 zones are proposed for general use to promote mixed-use 
development within the City.  Currently, the City has a series of mixed-use zones within 
sector development plans that are designed specifically for their respective locations, and 
are limited to residential densities and building heights found in the R-2, R-3, C-1 and C-
2 zones.  To date, mixed-use development has not occurred in many sector plan areas 
with the existing mixed-use zoning.  The MU-1 and MU-2 zones propose residential 
densities from 36 to 72 dwelling units per acre with conditions for the MU-2 zone to 
exceed 72 dwelling units per acre, and building heights of 55 feet and 80 feet, 
respectively.  Based on residential densities and building heights proposed in the MU-1 
and MU-2 zones, the following amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are 
proposed: 
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1. Section II, Goals and Policies, B.  Land Use, Subsection 7, Activity Centers, 

Policy a, Table 10, Types of Activity Centers, Scale of Buildings: 
 

Neighborhood Activity Center: 
Up to 3 stories are permitted for the Centers within the City limits for 
mixed-use development that includes residential uses. 
 
Community Activity Center: 
Up to 4 stories are permitted for the Centers within the City limits for 
mixed-use development that includes residential uses. 
 
Major Activity Center: 
4 stories and higher are permitted for the Centers within the City limits 
for mixed-use development that includes residential uses. 

 
2. Section II, Goals and Policies, B.  Land Use, Subsection 7, Activity Centers, 

Policy b:  
Highest net densities should generally be within Major Activity Centers; 
lower net densities in areas surrounding all types of Activity Centers will 
serve as a transition to residential neighborhoods.  For mixed-use 
development in all Activity Centers within the City limits, net densities of 
36 dwelling units per acre and higher are permitted. 

 
3. Section II, Goals and Policies, D.  Community Resource Management, 

Subsection 4, Transportation and Transit, Policy a, Table 11, Corridor 
Policies:  Development Form/Policy Objective/Employment Density Targets 
for New Development: 

 
Change title of Policy Objective to: 
Employment Density Targets for New Development and Redevelopment. 
 
Section II, Goals and Policies, D.  Community Resource Management, 
Subsection 4, Transportation and Transit, Policy a, Table 11, Corridor 
Policies:  Development Form/Policy Objective/Housing Density Targets for 
New Development: 
 
Change title of Policy Objective to: 
Housing Density Targets for New Development and Redevelopment. 
 
Change housing density for Major Transit Corridors to: 
36 du/ac (net) and higher for mixed-use development within City limits. 
 
Change housing density for Enhanced Transit Corridors to: 
36 du/ac (net) and higher for mixed-use development within City limits. 
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In order to implement the Centers and Corridors policies of the Comprehensive Plan 
regarding mixed-use development in designated Activity Centers and Transit Corridors, it 
is necessary to provide a wider range of development options for this land use objective, 
and for these options to be available for use on a City-wide basis.  The proposed 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan will establish a policy foundation that will 
support the residential densities and building heights proposed in the MU-1 and MU-2 
zones. 
 
Please give us any comments you have on the proposed amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan.  Please contact Makita Hill, Planner (mhill@cabq.gov), of the 
Advance Planning Division at 924-3879 should you have any questions or comments. 


